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Category Eligibility / Meaning for 2026 

Honorary Achievement (Non-Active)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category recognizes individuals who have made exceptional and historic contributions to the game of golf, both within South Africa and internationally.
Lifetime Honorary Members of the Sunshine Legends Tour in recognition of their distinguished achievements, such as major championship victories, international 
representation, or extraordinary service to the game.

Members in this category are non-active competitors and therefore have no automatic entry rights into Sunshine Legends Tour tournaments.

They may, however, be considered for sponsor or tournament committee invitations at the discretion of the Tournament Director and Tour management.

These honorary members are exempt from annual membership fees in recognition of their contribution to golf and the Tour.

Honorary Contribution (Non-Active)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category recognizes individuals who have made a significant and lasting contribution to the game of golf — particularly to the growth, development, and 
promotion of professional or senior golf — without necessarily achieving distinction through playing performance.
Lifetime Honorary Members of the Sunshine Legends Tour, acknowledged for their service, leadership, mentorship, sponsorship support, administration, or 
contribution to growing the game at any level.

Members in this category are non-active and hold no playing privileges or entry status in official Sunshine Legends Tour tournaments.

They cannot request or receive professional playing invitations, but may be recognized at Tour events in an honorary or ceremonial capacity.

These members are exempt from all membership fees in recognition of their valuable service and positive impact on the Tour and the broader golfing community.

Starting field for SLT
Category 0A – Pre-Qualifying (PQ) Spots
Eligibility / Meaning:
Pre-Qualifying (PQ) Spots apply when the number of entries received for a tournament exceeds the maximum field size.
Example: If the tournament field is limited to 30 players and 40 entries are received, 14 players will be required to compete in a pre-qualifying round (“pre-queue”) to fill 
the available spots.

A maximum of four (4) qualifying spots will generally be available from each pre-qualifying round, unless otherwise determined by the Tournament Director and the 
Tournament Committee.

These PQ spots are reserved exclusively for paid-up members of the Sunshine Legends Tour who fall within the official Category System of the Tour.

The application of a pre-qualifying event may vary depending on the nature of the tournament.

Standard events: Pre-qualifying will apply wherever possible.

Special or limited-field events: (e.g., sponsor invitationals, Tour Championships, or events outside the regular Order of Merit schedule) — pre-qualifying may not be 
conducted at the discretion of the Tournament Director and Committee.

Category 0B – Sponsor Invitations
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category provides for sponsor-allocated tournament invitations as agreed between the Sunshine Legends Tour, the Tournament Director, the Tour 
Commissioner, and the event sponsor.
There will be no fixed minimum or maximum number of Sponsor Invitations. The exact number and criteria will be determined jointly by the relevant parties, depending 
on the nature of the tournament and the agreement with the sponsor. These details will be confirmed prior to the event and stated in the Tournament Information 
Sheet.
Sponsor Invitations are intended to enhance the quality and promotional value of an event while maintaining fairness and consistency within the Tour’s category system. 
The overall Tour mindset is to minimize the number of sponsor invitations where possible, ensuring that the field primarily reflects the category system and the 
commitment of its members.
Sponsor Invitations may be extended to:
Current or past professionals with strong promotional or spectator value to the event or sponsor;

Special guests, ambassadors, or contributors to the game of golf;

Eligible Sunshine Legends Tour members as part of a sponsor’s promotional or activation initiative.

Additional Guidelines:
Tour Members: Active Sunshine Legends Tour members may receive unlimited sponsor invitations, subject to approval.

Non-Members: Non-members may receive sponsor invitations; however, they may not exceed the minimum tournament participation requirement necessary to 
qualify for season-ending rankings or Order of Merit consideration.

All sponsor-invited players must comply with the Tour’s eligibility, conduct, and entry regulations.

This framework ensures that Sponsor Invitations serve the best interests of both the sponsor and the Tour, while upholding competitive integrity and providing flexibility 
for event-specific agreements.

Category 1A – Past Major Winners (Performance-Based, Active)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category recognizes active playing members who have achieved the highest distinction in professional golf through victory in recognized Major Championships 
over 50 years of age.
Applies specifically to past Major winners who are still active competitors, and therefore eligible for playing membership under Category 1C.

(Category 1A and 1B remain reserved for non-active honorary members such as Gary Player, Gary Gilchrist, Dennis Hutchinson, and Nick Price.)

Includes past winners of the following:

The Open Championship
The Masters Tournament
The U.S. Open
The PGA Championship



Eligible up to the age of 75, provided they remain physically capable of competing.

Players in this category are granted full playing rights on the Sunshine Legends Tour and are automatically exempt into all standard Order of Merit tournaments.

Lifetime honorary recognition is extended for their performance achievements; however, if they wish to participate in any given season, they must be registered as 
paid members for that season and are liable for the applicable tournament entry fees.

These players are exempt from annual subscription fees.

Players currently active on the Sunshine Legends Tour, Legends Tour (Europe), Champions Tour (U.S.), or Japan Senior Tour retain full reciprocal playing 
rights where applicable, in accordance with Sunshine Legends Tour regulations.
Any professional player who turns 50 years of age during the season and, by virtue of their past achievements or standing, qualifies for exemption under any of the 
categories listed above, shall be required to:
Comply fully with all Sunshine Legends Tour Rules and Regulations, including those governing entry procedures, conduct, and participation.

This provision ensures that any player qualifying for a category by meeting the eligibility criteria mid-season is treated as a full member for that calendar year, with all 
associated rights and obligations.
Category 1B – Honorary Active (Performance-Based)
1. Definition
Category 1B applies to players who have been granted Honorary Membership by the Sunshine Legends Tour and who remain eligible for active playing status based on 
annual performance.
2. Performance Requirement
To retain Category 1B status for the following season, an Honorary Member must finish within the Top 30 of the Sunshine Legends Tour Order of Merit at the 
conclusion of the season.
3. Failure to Meet Performance Standard
A player who does not finish inside the Top 30 shall lose his status in this category. Such a player may still be eligible for placement in a starting-field category, and shall 
be allocated to the next available or next qualified category in accordance with the Category System:
Shall lose Category 1B status, and

Reclassified into Category (Honorary – Non-Active Achievement).

Carries honorary recognition only and does not provide any playing privileges.
4. Re-Qualification
A player who has lost Category 1B status may regain active playing eligibility only by successfully qualifying through Tour School. By finishing in the Top 8 at Tour 
School, a player is awarded a full Tour School card and is placed in Category 5.

Category 1C – Past Senior Major Winners (Performance-Based, Active)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category recognizes past winners of officially sanctioned Senior Major Championships who remain active playing members of an internationally recognized 
senior golf tour.
Includes past winners of the following Senior Major Championships:

Senior PGA Championship
U.S. Senior Open
The Senior Open Championship 
Regions Tradition
Senior Players Championship

Players must be active, full-status members of one or more of the following recognized tours:

Sunshine Legends Tour (South Africa)
Legends Tour (Europe)
Champions Tour (U.S.)
Japan Senior Tour
Asian Senior Tour

Eligibility is restricted to players under the age of 75 who remain physically capable of competition.

Players in this category are automatically exempt into standard Order of Merit events on the Sunshine Legends Tour and enjoy full playing rights, subject to normal 
entry procedures and field sizes.

All members in this category are required to pay the annual membership subscription fee and applicable tournament entry fees when competing.

Recognition in this category is strictly performance-based and applies only while the player remains actively competing on one of the designated senior tours.
Any player who turns 50 years of age during the season and, by virtue of their past achievements or standing, qualifies for exemption under any of the categories 
listed above, shall be required to:
Pay the full annual membership subscription fee for that season, regardless of the date of turning 50; and

Comply fully with all Sunshine Legends Tour Rules and Regulations, including those governing entry procedures, conduct, and participation.

This provision ensures that any player qualifying for a category by meeting the eligibility criteria mid-season is treated as a full member for that calendar year, with all 
associated rights and obligations.

Category 2A – Sunshine Legends Tour Order of Merit Winners (Last Five Years)
Eligibility / Meaning:

This category includes players who have secured first place on the Sunshine Legends Tour Order of Merit during any of the previous five (5) completed seasons.

Each Order of Merit winner from the past five seasons is granted full playing rights and automatic entry eligibility into all standard Sunshine Legends Tour 
tournaments.

These players are considered fully exempt members for the duration of the five-year exemption period following their Order of Merit victory.

Winners remain eligible under this category for five (5) consecutive seasons, after which their eligibility will revert to the appropriate current performance category or 
Order of Merit standing.

Players in this category are required to maintain paid membership and comply with all Tour regulations, including entry procedures and conduct requirements.

Should any of these players win the Order of Merit again during this five-year window, the exemption period resets from the most recent season of victory.

Category 2B – Previous Event (Performance Category)
Eligibility / Meaning:



This category recognizes and rewards players who perform exceptionally in the most recent Sunshine Legends Tour regular event, providing a pathway into the next 
scheduled tournament based on recent form and consistency.
The Top 3 non-exempt players finishing within the Top 5 positions of the previous regular Sunshine Legends Tour event will receive automatic entry into the next 
scheduled regular tournament.
Eligible players are ranked in finishing order (1st, 2nd, and 3rd) among the Top 5 finishers who are not otherwise exempt through another category.
Applicability:
This category applies only to regular, full-exempt Sunshine Legends Tour events.

It will not apply to special, limited-field, or co-sanctioned events, where field sizes, exemption structures, or sponsor conditions differ.

In cases where a special event follows immediately after a regular Order of Merit event, this category (2B) will not be in effect unless explicitly stated otherwise in 
the Tournament Information Sheet or entry conditions.

Eligibility Conditions:
To be eligible for entry under this category, a player must be a current and paid-up member of the Sunshine Legends Tour.

Non-members who achieve the qualifying performance may accept the invitation only upon obtaining temporary membership for that event.

Category 2C – Past Tournament Winners (Event-Specific, Active Members)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category applies to past winners of the specific event in question, where the tournament was a Sunshine Legends Tour event in the past and remains part of 
the current Sunshine Legends Tour schedule.
Only past winners of that same event are eligible under this category.

For example, a past winner of the SA Senior Masters is eligible to compete under this category only in the SA Senior Masters in subsequent years.

Players must be active, paid-up members of the Sunshine Legends Tour to qualify automatically under this category.

If a past champion is not a current paid-up member, they will not automatically qualify, but may request an invitation to the event.

The Tournament Director, in consultation with the Tournament Committee, may grant an invitation under this category if the player:

Has maintained competitive playing ability through recent participation on another recognized senior or professional tour; and

Holds an Adjusted Stroke Average within +4.0 strokes of the Sunshine Legends Tour’s previous season Adjusted Average.

Eligibility applies solely to the event previously won and does not extend to any other Sunshine Legends Tour tournaments.

All players must comply with Tour entry, conduct, and membership regulations to participate.
Category 3A – Recent Winners (Tier 1 – Majors)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category applies to players who have won any of the Tier 1 Major Championships on the Sunshine Legends Tour schedule.
Includes past winners of the following Tier 1 Major Championships:

South African Senior Open
South African Senior Masters
South African Senior PGA Championship
South African Tour Championship
Winners of these events receive a three (3) year exemption from the date of the tournament victory, covering:

The remainder of the current season in which the victory occurred, plus the following three (3) full seasons.

During the exemption period, these players enjoy full playing rights and automatic entry into all Sunshine Legends Tour Order of Merit events.

To retain eligibility, players must remain active members in good standing all the time and must pay the annual membership subscription and entry fees for each 
event entered.

This category ensures recognition of major championship achievement while maintaining the professional and competitive integrity of the Tour.

Category 3B – Recent Winners (Tier 2)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category applies to players who have won an official Sunshine Legends Tour (SLT) event classified as a Tier 2 tournament, based on prize fund and event 
structure.
Includes winners of official SLT tournaments with a total prize fund of R400,001 and above, contested over three (3), or four (4) days.

Winners in this category receive a two (2) year exemption from the date of the tournament victory, covering:

The remainder of the current season in which the victory occurred, plus the following two (2) full seasons.

Players in this category enjoy full playing rights and automatic entry into all standard Sunshine Legends Tour events during their exemption period.

To maintain eligibility, players must remain active, paid-up members of the Sunshine Legends Tour and comply with all Tour entry, conduct, and participation 
regulations.

Tier 2 classification is determined annually by the Sunshine Legends Tour Tournament Committee, based on total prize money, event format, and field composition.

Category 3C – Recent Winners (Tier 3)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category applies to players who have won an official Sunshine Legends Tour (SLT) event classified as a Tier 3 tournament, based on prize fund and event 
structure.
Includes winners of official SLT tournaments with a total prize fund of R400,000 or less, contested over two (2), three (3), or four (4) days.

Winners in this category receive a one (1) year exemption from the date of the tournament victory, covering:

The remainder of the current season in which the victory occurred, plus the following season.

These players are recognized as Tournament Winners for that period and are granted automatic entry into all standard Sunshine Legends Tour Order of Merit events 
during their exemption year.

To retain eligibility, players must be active, paid-up members of the Sunshine Legends Tour and must adhere to all Tour entry, conduct, and participation 
regulations.

Tier 3 classification is determined annually by the Sunshine Legends Tour Tournament Committee, based on total prize money, event format, and field strength.



Category 4 – Order of Merit (Top 30, Previous Season)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category includes players who finished in the Top 30 positions on the official Sunshine Legends Tour Order of Merit from the previous completed season, 
provided they have met the minimum tournament participation requirement as stipulated in the Tour’s Rules and Regulations.
To be eligible, players must have competed in at least 30% of official Order of Merit events during the season, rounded to the nearest whole number.

The required number of tournaments will be confirmed and published before the end of each season, allowing players to track their participation toward qualification.

Eligible players (positions 1–30 from the previous season’s official Order of Merit) receive full playing rights and automatic entry into all full field Sunshine Legends 
Tour events for the following season.

Players must remain active, paid-up members of the Sunshine Legends Tour and comply with all Tour entry and conduct regulations.

If a player within the Top 30 fails to meet the minimum participation requirement, their eligibility may be adjusted or replaced by the next ranked player meeting the 
participation criteria.

Category 5 – Tour School (Full Cards)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category applies to players who have successfully earned full playing opportunity through the Sunshine Legends Tour Qualifying School (Q-School) at the 
start of the season.
The Top 8 finishers from the final Q-School standings will receive full Tour status for the upcoming season.

Final placings will be determined by count-out as required, to ensure clear positional ranking from 1st to 8th place. All finishing positions from 1st to 8th place shall 
be decided by applying the Sunshine Legends Tour’s official Count-Out Procedure, as stipulated in the Tour’s Rules and Regulations.

These players are recognized as fully exempt members of the Sunshine Legends Tour for that season, with guaranteed eligibility to enter all standard Order of Merit 
events.

Successful players are required to:

Pay the Q-School entry fee prior to participation; and

Upon earning status, pay the annual membership subscription fee to confirm full Tour membership for that season.

Failure to complete membership registration and payment will result in forfeiture of playing privileges, even if the player has earned a full card.

Players in this category must comply with all Tour regulations, conduct standards, and entry deadlines.

Category 6 – Historic Champions (Performance-Gated)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category recognizes past champions and international representatives of significant standing in South African and world golf who remain capable of competitive 
play.
Includes past winners and representatives of the following major events or equivalent international competitions:

Olympic Games 
South African Open Championship
South African Senior Open Championship
World Cup of Golf (Team South Africa representatives)
Presidents Cup players
Sunshine Tour order of merit winners
Sunshine Senior order of merit winners
Comparable international victories or achievements as determined by the Sunshine Legends Tour Tournament Committee and or Board.

To maintain eligibility under this category, a player must demonstrate continued competitive ability by meeting a performance benchmark based on the Tour’s official 
stroke average:

The player’s Adjusted Stroke Average must not exceed the Tour’s season Adjusted Average by more than 4.0 strokes (+4.0).

This performance standard will be reviewed annually and published at the start of each season.

Players must remain active, paid-up members of the Sunshine Legends Tour and comply with all Tour regulations, including conduct, entry, and participation 
requirements.

Players who no longer meet the minimum performance criteria may be reclassified into a non-playing honorary category (such as Category 1A) or must re-qualify 
through Tour School to regain active status.
Any player who turns 50 years of age during the season and, by virtue of their past achievements or standing, qualifies for exemption under any of the categories 
listed above, shall be required to:
Pay the full annual membership subscription fee for that season, regardless of the date of turning 50; and

Comply fully with all Sunshine Legends Tour Rules and Regulations, including those governing entry procedures, conduct, and participation.

This provision ensures that any player qualifying for a category by meeting the eligibility criteria mid-season is treated as a full member for that calendar year, with all 
associated rights and obligations.

Category 7 – Turning 50 (Sunshine Tour Winners)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category applies to players turning 50 years of age who have previously won (2) two official Sunshine Tour tournaments on the main (regular) Sunshine Tour 
and are not otherwise exempt under a higher category.
Eligible players who reach their 50th birthday during the season will be granted one (1) year of playing eligibility on the Sunshine Legends Tour, beginning in their 
50th year.

This one-year exemption is non-renewable, except in the case of a verified medical deferral, where a player may apply in writing to the Tournament Committee to 
have the exemption transferred to the following season.

This exemption grants limited playing rights for that season, allowing entry into Sunshine Legends Tour events in accordance with field size and category priority.

Players who wish to improve their standing for future seasons must enter and compete in the Sunshine Legends Tour Qualifying School (Q-School) to earn a 
higher exempt status.

Players under this category must complete annual membership registration and pay all applicable subscription and entry fees to be eligible for tournament 
participation.



The exemption applies only to players not otherwise qualified or exempt under higher categories.
Any player who turns 50 years of age during the season and, by virtue of their past achievements or standing, qualifies for exemption under any of the categories 
listed above, shall be required to:
Pay the full annual membership subscription fee for that season, regardless of the date of turning 50; and

Comply fully with all Sunshine Legends Tour Rules and Regulations, including those governing entry procedures, conduct, and participation.

This provision ensures that any player qualifying for a category by meeting the eligibility criteria mid-season is treated as a full member for that calendar year, with all 
associated rights and obligations.

Category 8 – Career Money (Top 20 Combined List)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category applies to the Top 20 available players from the combined all-time Career Money List of the Sunshine Tour and the Sunshine Legends Tour, who 
are not otherwise exempt under a higher category.
Full Membership needs to be paid up end of January 2026
Rankings are determined from the official all-time combined career earnings accumulated across both the Sunshine Tour and the Sunshine Legends Tour, 
covering the full duration of each player’s active membership and participation.
The Top 20 available players on this combined list, who are not already exempt under a higher category, will be granted full playing rights for the current season.

Eligibility is contingent upon the player accepting the invitation to become an active member of the Sunshine Legends Tour for that season.

To confirm and retain exemption:

The player must formally register for membership and pay the annual subscription fee by the specified deadline prior to the start of the season.

Failure to complete membership registration and payment before the deadline will result in the automatic forfeiture of playing rights for that season.

Players cannot retroactively reinstate eligibility during the season once forfeited.

The official list of qualifying players under this category will be finalised prior to the start of each season, based on the latest available combined earnings data.

Players in this category are subject to all Tour rules, regulations, and entry requirements, and must remain in good standing to retain eligibility.
Any player who turns 50 years of age during the season and, by virtue of their past achievements or standing, qualifies for exemption under any of the categories 
listed above, shall be required to:
Pay the full annual membership subscription fee for that season, regardless of the date of turning 50; and

Comply fully with all Sunshine Legends Tour Rules and Regulations, including those governing entry procedures, conduct, and participation.

This provision ensures that any player qualifying for a category by meeting the eligibility criteria mid-season is treated as a full member for that calendar year, with all 
associated rights and obligations.

Category 9 – Order of Merit (Positions 31–40)
Eligibility / Meaning:
This category applies to players who finished in positions 31 to 40 on the official Sunshine Legends Tour Order of Merit from the previous completed season, and 
who are not otherwise exempt under a higher category.
Eligible players must have participated in the minimum required percentage of official Order of Merit events as stipulated in the Tour’s Rules and Regulations.

These players will receive conditional playing rights for the upcoming season, providing eligibility to enter tournaments after higher categories have been 
accommodated within the available field size.

Players in this category must complete membership registration and pay the annual subscription fee by the official deadline as set out by the Sunshine Legends 
Tour.

Failure to do so by the stipulated deadline will result in automatic forfeiture of eligibility for that season.

Players are required to comply with all Tour regulations, conduct codes, and entry procedures to maintain good standing.

Category 10 – Q-School Conditional & All-Time Money List (20 Spots)

Category 10 shall consist of twenty (20) conditional playing positions, allocated on an alternating basis between:

SA Senior Tour Qualifying School graduates, and

All-Time Career Money List players,

ranked strictly in accordance with the criteria below.

Composition & Ranking Method

Qualifying School Component (10 Positions)

Players finishing positions 9 to 20 at the most recent SA Senior Tour Qualifying School.

These players shall be ranked in finishing order from the Qualifying School. The final  position will be determined by count-out or playoff, depending on the situation and as directed by the Tournament Director and Tournament Committee.

These positions make up ten (10) conditional positions within this category.

All-Time Career Money List Component (10 Positions)

Players ranked outside the top 20 of the SA Senior Tour / Sunshine Tour All-Time Career Money List, once:

The Top 20 Career Money List players have been fully allocated and placed into the applicable higher exemption category (Category 8 or above).

These players shall be ranked in descending order of career prize money earned.

These positions make up ten (10) conditional positions within this category.

Alternating Ranking Order

For tournament entry purposes, the combined ranking list shall be ordered alternately, as follows:

Position 1: Qualifying School



Position 2: All-Time Money List

Position 3: Qualifying School

Position 4: All-Time Money List

… continuing until all 20 positions are ranked.
Membership Status, Entry & Payment Conditions
General Principle

Players listed in Category 10 are not required to take up full membership at the beginning of the season.

Membership obligations are triggered only when a player chooses to enter a tournament or a pre-qualifying event, as set out below.

A. Pre-Qualifying (Pre-Q) Requirement

Any player wishing to enter a Pre-Qualifying event must:

Have taken up full SA Senior Tour membership before entering the Pre-Qualifying event.

No player will be permitted to compete in a Pre-Qualifying event without full membership having been confirmed.
B. Tournament Entry (Without Pre-Qualifying)

A player may:

Enter a tournament directly from Category 10, subject to field availability, and

Pay full membership and entry fees at the time of tournament entry.

Upon payment, the player shall be recognised as competing under:

Qualifying School Conditional status, or

All-Time Money List status,
depending on the pathway under which he qualifies.
All-Time Money List Allocation – Season Control

Ten (10) All-Time Money List positions are available within Category 10 for the season.

Any eligible All-Time Money List player may:

Confirm his intention to take up one of these positions before the season, by:

Email notification to the Entries or Administration office, and

Payment of full membership.

Once confirmed, that player:

Shall be allocated an All-Time Money List position for the remainder of the season, regardless of:

Whether other players ranked ahead of him on the All-Time Money List choose to enter tournaments or not.

During the season, if fewer than ten (10) All-Time Money List positions have been taken up:

Any eligible All-Time Money List player may enter a tournament,

Upon payment of full membership, he shall be:

Allocated one of the remaining All-Time Money List positions for the season.

Once all ten (10) All-Time Money List positions have been allocated:

No further All-Time Money List players may be allocated a position in Category 10 for that season.
Qualifying School Conditional Positions

The remaining ten (10) positions in Category 10 are reserved exclusively for Qualifying School graduates.

These players:

Are not required to pay membership upfront at the start of the season.

Will take up membership only when entering a tournament, at which point:

Full membership fees and entry fees become payable.

These positions remain available only to Qualifying School finishers ranked 9–20.
Entry Priority & Conditional Status

All players in Category 10 hold conditional playing status.

Entry into tournaments will be granted only once higher categories have been exhausted.

Priority is determined by:

The combined alternating ranking list and

Whether the player has formally taken up and secured an All-Time Money List or Qualifying School position for the season.


